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Assessment instruments
Assessment instruments are documented and developed activities that support assessment methods used to gather student competence evidence. Different tools are used to assess that include surveys, observations, case studies, focus groups, and interviews.
National Institute on Drug Abuse
[bookmark: _GoBack]National institute on drug abuse is the federal agency that supports scientific research and teaches individuals about drug use and the consequences that it may cause to users. In our current society, youths need to get well educated on drug usage since they may be distressed and even die, (Joudrey, et al., 2021). Excess use of drugs may cause conflict between members where it can lead to injuries at the end of it (Susukida et al, 2021). People should avoid excessive drug usage, enabling them to be expected and make correct decisions. Mental health services support this agency, and it’s referred to be valid and reliable to use.
Tobacco, Alcohol, Prescription and other Substance use Tool (TAPS)
This tool consists of 4 item screen for tobacco, alcohol, illicit drugs, and other non-prescribed drug use. The tool also uses substance-specific assessment to determine the risk that is present to the individuals who screen positive. Nevertheless, the tool is very important for the adults that are struggling with substance abuse because it provides an opportunity to identify drugs being used and the possible health problem, provide regular interventions and recommend the patient for the right treatment, (. The validity and reliability data shows that the can TAPS is capable of identifying the unhealthy substance use for the patients struggling with substance abuse, with a high level of accuracy and can help in primary care, (Lind et al., 2019). Its advantage is that, unlike other programs, TAPS focuses on specific substances and digs beyond simple endorsement of use by collecting all helpful information on problematic use. The disadvantage of TAPS is that it needs time and money for every patient.  
Brief Addiction Monitor (BAM)
This program comprises a 17-item questionnaire that is administered to test the individual's drug use, alcohol, and health. The items are scored on a scale of 0-4 which are excellent (0), very good (1), good (2), fair (3), and poor (4). Research shows that BAM shows an exhibited acceptable characteristics. According to studies carried out, BAM lacks a reliable factor structure. However, the program is capable of providing a piece of valid information for every administration that is made and can show the changes in divergent and convergent validity measures. The advantage of using the BAM program is that it requires only 15-20 minutes to administer. The disadvantage is that the patients may have different understanding and interpretation of questions asked. 
The Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths
The child and adolescent needs and strengths are an integration information tool that aims to ease the assessment process. This tool aims to improve the decision-making process; it facilitates improved quality initiatives, thus allowing people to monitor service outcomes. Standards assessment procedures are well-considered to ensure the reliability and validity of the information by measuring the risk behaviors, caregiver capability, and strength in children by protecting their mental health needs. The advantage is that it includes both screening and assessment and it has the option for multiple reporters. The disadvantage is that it comprises of lengthy assessment. 
Children’s Interview for Psychiatric Syndromes (ChIPS)
The Children's Interview for Psychiatric Syndromes is a tool that is administered to children using DSM-IV Axis I Criteria to check for the presence of 20 disorders. The program also covers psychosocial stressors such as neglect and child abuse. It is administered to children between the age of 6-18 years. It is carried out by professional and trained interviewers and it takes 30 to 50 minutes to complete depending on the number of symptoms that are present. The advantage of the ChIPS is that it provides both parent and child/adolescent reports. Its disadvantage is that it is very lengthy for a screening tool. The tool is valid and reliable for assigning DSM-IV diagnoses for both children and adolescents, (Sellers et al., 2019). 
Children’s Problems Checklist
The Children's Problems Checklist (CPC) is administered to children of age between 5-12 years of age to measure 11 problem areas. It is completed by the parent or guardian of the child that is suspected to have a mental health problem. CPC consists of 202 items. The areas that are assessed include language/thinking, school, peer/play, self-concept, emotions, habits, values, behavior, activity level/motor control, concentration/organization, and health. The advantage is that it's designed for use in service fields. The disadvantage is that it has a narrow age range and has limited reporters (parent or guardian only). CPC proves to be a valid and reliable tool to determine children's mental health problems, (Liu et al., 2020). 
In conclusion, conducting both Tobacco, Alcohol, Prescription and other Substance use Tool (TAPS) and Children’s Interview for Psychiatric Syndromes (ChIPS) are the best instruments to use in assessing my program for it gathers information directly from children with a mental health problem and adult with substance abuse, making since they are more accurate, valid and reliable. They give a well-researched report and gives the best way forward to solve an issue in the future. Children’s Problem Checklist is the worst instrument because it has a narrow age range. 
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